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3 step revision strategy 

aim: 
The aim of this strategy is to give students an explicit, simple to follow approach to revision. Read the 3 pages below to 

understand the strategy. Use and adapt it as necessary. 

why this 

approach 

might be 

helpful for 

students: 

When approaching revision, some students will feel overwhelmed by the amount of material they are expected to know. 

They may also find it difficult to identify which information and ideas relate to which part or module of their course.  

Step 1 of this 3 step strategy begins by sorting information and ideas into a clear, logical order by creating a module table. 

By breaking down and reconstructing the course module, students will be able to identify the logical order and content of 

individual modules. This preparation step is also crucial as it clarifies confusion and limits what is to be revised. Even if 

there is a lot of information, there is always a limit to it. Defining this limit will help revision. 

The challenge for may students when revising is to know what information is the most important. Step 2 addresses this 

difficulty by using various sources to gain focus. 

Step 3 introduces the idea of reformatting information. This allows students to personalise the information and ideas they 

are required to know. This encourages selection and helps understanding and memory.  

note: 

Spatial notes in step 3 are not mind maps, or spider diagrams or brainstorms. They are simply a spatial arrangement of 

information and ideas. The way they look on the page will depend on individual preferences. 

A Word template for making a module table can be found on the Study Skills for Students page. 
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Step 1: make and use a module table: 

• for each module of your course, go through your lecture notes and/or 

the module handbook and construct a table of the module 

• include all the main headings and, if necessary, selected sub-headings 

• use a table with columns so you will be able to monitor your revision 

• try to keep the table on one sheet of A4 paper: 

the aim is to create an overview – not to include detail 

 

benefits of making a module table: 

• it will clarify all the topics of the module (and refresh your memory of them) 

• it will put a focus and a  limit on the material you have to revise 

• as you build up the table, you will begin to recognize the logical order and 

structure of the module (i.e. why topics were taught in a certain order)  

understanding this will help with revision and memory 

also, this order may  be replicated in the exam paper  

• understanding how the module is structured will make it easier 

for you to see how the topics of the module relate to each other 

• by including columns, you will have a document that you can use 

to monitor your revision (e.g. you can indicate which topics have priority,  

which topics have been revised or reviewed, which need more attention etc) 

 

Producing your own module table (rather than using one that has been provided) is 

a good first step in revision and it will help with the next step of the revision strategy.... 
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Step 2: get some focus 

Before you go through your notes or start reading for revision  

you should try to get some focus.  
 

There are a number of possible sources for this: 
 

• past exam papers 

• indications given by the lecturer (especially in revision lectures or seminars) 

• questions in the module handbook 

• seminar questions 

• coursework questions (e.g. essays on particular topics) 

• questions or aims included in lecture notes  

• learning objectives for a module (can useful if they are specific) 

• ‘seen’ exam papers (here the focus is explicit because you know the question) 

 

The idea of getting focus is to identify the core knowledge that you will need in order 

to answer a particular exam question. A clear focus will help your revision. 

 

Past exam papers are usually the best source to find focus for your revision, use them:  

• to identify topics that are regularly examined(indicate these in the module table) 

• to become familiar with the kind of question you will face 

• to practise breaking down and understanding questions 

• to self test as part of your revision 

• to see how the order of topics in the exam reflects the order of topics in the module 

using past papers 

try to gather as many past papers as possible – 

especially recent ones 

then, using colour, indicate questions on the same 

topic, look for patterns and regular questions 

see if the order of topics in an exam reflects the 

order of topics you were taught in the module 

 

put questions on the same topic together 

 
2006 2007 2008 

 

 

seeing questions together will give you the focus 

and range of knowledge that you will need in order 

to provide answers in the exam, use this focus 

when you make summaries of your notes… 
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Step 3: reformat your notes: make mapped summaries (notes in a spatial form) 

• take a sheet of blank (non-lined) paper - A3 is usually best – turn it to landscape 

• chose a topic from your module table (you do not have to make spatial summaries of all you topics – start with one or two) 

• read through your notes and highlight what you think is relevant (here you can use the focus you got in step 2 as a guide)  

• you should try to be selective – your aim in creating a summary is to include core knowledge first (you can add more notes later) 

• at any point, stop reading, go back to the highlights & map them on your blank sheet of paper by making notes in a spatial form 

• don’t write full sentences; use abbreviations, keywords and phrases, bullet points, include important terminology, use colour (to 

distinguish the different points), use symbols, images, numbers, diagrams, tables, charts etc 

• make notes on one side of the page only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

lecture notes spatial notes 

     benefits of making spatial note summaries when you are revising 

• you can see all the core knowledge or major ideas and information on one page (and see the relationships between them) 

• using one sheet of A3 paper sets a frame – a border, so that you are encouraged to make summaries and select core knowledge 

• you can add your own ideas and comments to the notes or you can add some information and ideas from extra reading 

• it makes your revision ACTIVE so you are not just reading and rereading your notes 

• it allows you to revise in shorter session –  after a break you can restart your revision by a quick review of your summary 

• it makes your revision summaries look different from your standard notes which will help you to memorise them 

• by reformatting information you are putting it into a form that you understand which will also help memory 

• once they are made, these type of summaries are easy to REVIEW 

(they should be REVIEWED regularly; you can indicate each review by ticking a column in your module table) 


